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The Regional Measles and Rubella Report is based on surveillance data reported by Member States to the WHO Africa Regional Office weekly. 
The number of cases might differ from the official numbers reported from Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) and 
WHO/UNICEF Joint reporting process (JRF). This detailed data is reported through the measles-rubella case-based surveillance system and 
does not include data reported through the aggregate reporting system (often referred to as IDSR) which often lacks the granularity of 
epidemiological details required for an elimination program.

Data sources and limitations

Case-based Surveillance and laboratory period for this report: From week 1 to week 40 of 2025 (1st January to 30th September 2025)

Population data: UN Population division projection 2019 revision

Limitations:

▪ Reporting delays: It can take 2-3 weeks from the time a case is reported to the public health surveillance system in a member state to the 

time the data are provided to WHO AFRO.

▪ Some of this is due to normal reporting delays that are expected as it takes time to get information from a health center to the national 
level and on to WHO AFRO, based on reporting frequency set by various levels

▪ Completeness: some countries have not consistently reported cases in recent months.

▪ The process of data collection, validation and update is a continuous effort that is primarily led by the Member States. Any 

discrepancies in data, including case classification, are subject to updates in the latest edition of this report.

Cases may later be discarded or confirmed based on laboratory testing in which case historical case count may vary from one report to another. 

This could lead to differences between Regional report and National surveillance bulletins published by WHO offices and National authorities. 

General Disclaimer
Please note that all data contained within is provisional.  The number of cases of measles officially reported by a member state is only available 

every week of each year (through the WHO AFRO weekly data collection exercise). If any numbers from this provisional data are quoted, they 

should be properly sourced with a date (i.e. "provisional data based on weekly data reported to WHO AFRO as of September 2025"). For official 

data from 2023-2025, please visit our website. 
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This summary of measles surveillance data is generated using the case based and 

laboratory surveillance data shared by Member States to WHO on a regular basis.

 

The data for the months January – September 2025 shows that:

▪ A total of 81,315 suspected measles cases were reported, out of which 

34,222 (42.1%) were confirmed

▪ The incidence of confirmed measles in the Region was 26.9 per million 
population.

▪ About 63% of the measles cases are less than 5 years of age while 23% 
are aged 5 – 9 years.

▪ The Western African subregion accounts for 47% of all confirmed measles 
cases. 

▪ The majority of the confirmed measles cases (77%) were from 8 countries 
(Angola, Nigeria, Ethiopia, DR Congo, Niger, Cameroon, Uganda and 
Togo.).

▪ During this period, there were 2349 lab confirmed cases of rubella, giving 
an incidence of 1.9 cases per million population.

Highlights from 1st January to 30th September 2025 data (1)
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▪ Four island nations (Cape Verde, Mauritius, Sao tome and Principe, Seychelles) have 
not reported any suspected measles or rubella cases during this time.

▪ In the 9 months of the year 2025, the confirmed measles incidence was in the range of 
“large and disruptive measles outbreaks” (> 20 per million population) in Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Niger, Nigeria, Togo, Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Congo, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Malawi and Namibia. Amongst 
these, in 2025, nationwide measles/ measles-rubella vaccination campaigns will be 
implemented in Q4 in Chad, Congo, Central African Republic, DR Congo, Nigeria and 
Togo, while Ethiopia, Guinea, Niger already implemented Supplementary 
Immunization Activities (SIAs) earlier in the year.

▪ A total of 38,303 blood specimens were received at the national measles serological 
laboratories during the first 3 quarters of 2025. Low rate of blood specimen collection 
was documented in Angola (31%), Madagascar (53%), South Sudan (51%) and 
Nigeria (51%).

▪ Eritrea has not shared the updated case-based database, while Rwanda, South Africa 
and South Sudan did not share complete lab databases during this period. There are 
some discrepancies between the lab databases and the case-based surveillance 
databases for some countries, which require regular data harmonisation efforts. The 
Ethiopia lab database does not include information on the date specimens were 
received, making it difficult to calculate some performance indicators. 

Highlights from the 1st January to 30th September 2025 data (2)
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MEASLES

AFRO/DPC/VPD - Measles/ Rubella Report 2025 5



Number of suspected and confirmed measles cases by Sub-region
Period: from Week 1 to 40, 2025
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Districts that reported at least one confirmed measles case by months 
Measles IgM positive: laboratory confirmed 

Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

Continue

WHO-AFRO surveillance guidelines define a Confirmed outbreak of measles as the occurrence of 3 or more 

reported measles IgM positive (laboratory confirmed)  cases in a health facility or district in one month, with plausible 

means of transmission. This threshold value should trigger an outbreak investigation to determine the true size and 

reason for the outbreak. 
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Districts that reported at least one confirmed measles case by months 
Measles IgM positive: laboratory confirmed 

Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

WHO-AFRO surveillance guidelines define a Confirmed outbreak of measles as the occurrence of 3 or more 

reported measles IgM positive (laboratory confirmed)  cases in a health facility or district in one month, with plausible 

means of transmission. This threshold value should trigger an outbreak investigation to determine the true size and 

reason for the outbreak. 

Continue
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Districts that reported at least one confirmed measles case by months 
Measles IgM positive: laboratory confirmed 

Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

WHO-AFRO surveillance guidelines define a Confirmed outbreak of measles as the occurrence of 3 or more 

reported measles IgM positive (laboratory confirmed)  cases in a health facility or district in one month, with plausible 

means of transmission. This threshold value should trigger an outbreak investigation to determine the true size and 

reason for the outbreak. 
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Measles Case-Based Surveillance Feedback Table
Period: from Week 1 to 40, 2025
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Incidence for Confirmed Measles per 1 million population
Confirmed: Laboratory, Epi-link and Clinical Measles

Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Surveillance sensitivity reporting rate of measles and rubella: Annualized Rate of Non-
Measles febrile rash illness per 100 000 population
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Epidemiologic Trend - Regional and Sub-Region Confirmed Measles
Confirmed: Laboratory, Epi-link and Clinical Measles
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Weekly Incidence of Cases by Age category and Gender Distribution
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Proportion (%) of Confirmed Measles Cases by Countries
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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RUBELLA
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Incidence for Confirmed Rubella per 1 million population
(Rubella IgM Positive)
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Epidemiologic Trend - Regional and Sub-Region of Rubella
(Rubella IgM Positive)
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Laboratory
Measles and Rubella. IgM Data Summary
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Central Africa
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Eastern and Southern Africa
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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West Africa
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Country 

Overview
WHO African Region
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West Africa: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Central Africa: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Eastern and Southern Africa: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Algeria: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Angola: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Benin: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Botswana: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Burkina Faso: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Burundi: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Cote d'Ivoire: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Cameroon: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Central Africa Republic: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Chad: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Comoros: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

AFRO/DPC/VPD - Measles/ Rubella Report 2025 37



Congo: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Democratic Republic of Congo: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Ethiopia: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Gabon: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Gambia: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Ghana: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Guinea: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Guinea Bissau: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Kenya: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Lesotho: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Liberia: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Madagascar: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Malawi: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Mali: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Mauritania: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Mozambique: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

AFRO/DPC/VPD - Measles/ Rubella Report 2025 53



Namibia: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Niger: Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Nigeria: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Rwanda: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Senegal: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Sierra Leone: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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South Africa: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025

There are no confirmed cases of measles disaggregated by age group reported in the country.
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South Sudan: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Togo: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Uganda: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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United Republic of Tanzania: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Zambia: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Zimbabwe: Confirmed Measles Cases
Period: from week 1 to 40, 2025
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Muluh Ticha, Balcha Girma Masresha 

Data acquisition IST Central Africa, IST West Africa, IST East and Southern Africa and all WHO AFRO Member States
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This report is posted on the WHO DPC Data Portal (https://dataportal.afro.who.int/).

Copyright reserved @ WHO Regional Office for Africa

Correspondence on this publication may be directed to:

Health Promotion, Disease Prevention and Control Cluster

P O Box. 06 Cite de Djoué, Brazzaville, Congo

To join the distribution list, please send an email to DPC team ( endingdiseaseinafrica@who.int )

Request to permission to reproduce or translate this publication - whether for site or for non-commercial 

distribution – should be sent to the same address.
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