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Disclaimer

Please note that all data contained within is provisional.  The number of cases of meningitis officially reported by a member 

state is only available every week of each year (through the WHO AFRO weekly data collection exercise). If any numbers 

from this provisional data are quoted, they should be properly sourced with a date (i.e. "provisional data based on weekly

data reported to WHO AFRO as of March 2025"). For official data from 2023-2025, please visit our website, 

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/ 

Data sources and limitations

Please note that all data contained within is provisional.  The number of cases of meningitis officially reported by a member 

state is only available every month of each year (through the WHO AFRO monthly data collection exercise). If any numbers 

from this provisional data are quoted, they should be properly sourced with a date (i.e. "provisional data based on monthly 

data reported to WHO AFRO as of March 2025"). For official data from 1980-2023, please visit our website. 

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


• Epidemic meningitis is a major public health challenge in the African 'meningitis belt', an area that extends from 

Senegal to Ethiopia with an estimated total population of 500 million. 

• Since 2002, the World Health Organization (WHO), in collaboration with its collaborating centres for meningitis, has 

progressively supported countries in implementing a strategy of ES for meningitis. 

• The strategy is the recommended standard for all countries of the Belt and it is now actively being implemented at 

different levels in all countries. 

• Timely containment and adequate case management of epidemics depend on accurate diagnosis of the disease and 

laboratory confirmation of the causal organism. 

• Enhanced epidemiologic and laboratory surveillance enable early detection of epidemics, identification of the 

serogroup responsible and the use of the appropriate vaccine to protect the population, thus preventing further 

spread of the disease, deaths or disabilities. 

• Lessons learned from the implementation of enhanced surveillance highlight that putting in place adequate laboratory 

reagents, equipment and materials, training of health personnel as well as clear operating procedures are critical for 

the containment of meningitis epidemics.

KEY FACTS 



Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 100,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int
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Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 100,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

AFRO-Meningitis / attack rate per 100,000 in 2025
1 January to 23 March 2025
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate borderlines for which there may not yet be 
full agreement.
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Regional and Sub-Region Weekly Epicurve of Meningitis cases.
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

On week 12 of 2025, 20 out of 25 countries shared their meningitis epidemiological data. One (1) district crossed the epidemic 

threshold in Nigeria and ten (10) districts crossed the alert threshold in 8 countries: Benin (1), Burkina Faso (1), Central African 

Republic (1), Gambia (1), Mali (2), Niger (1), DR Congo (2) and Togo (1)

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Regional Meningitis Situation: Key Indicators and Trends as of 23 March
Among countries with reported cases from 1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

The table countries reporting meningitis cases since first date of suspected cases, Countries highlighted in green represent high cases and death since in the region. 

The weekly change percent show weekly change in cases and death in each country

Date report date from 1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Regional Meningitis Mapping of attack rate per 100,000 population in districts
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 100,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

The report show 3 side-by-side maps of attack rate of meningitis by different periods in African districts and their countries. The first map show attack rate for cumulative cases in districts from week 1 of 2025 (Nigeria: to last 
week that was reported (week 12). The second map show attack in last 28 days by districts. The third map show attack rate in last 7 days by district. 
WHO define Alert threshold if 3 suspected cases per 100,000 population were reported in a week and Epidemic threshold if 10 suspected cases per  100,000 population were reported in a week.
Suspected .
Some districts are not showing in the map due the small portion that represent in the map.

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Regional Meningitis Table of attack rate per 100,000 population in districts
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 100,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

The visuals  show 3 side-by-side table of attack rate of meningitis by different periods in African districts and their countries. The first table show total of district attack rate for cumulative cases in districts from week 1 of 2025 (Nigeria: to last week 
that was reported (week 12). The second map show attack in last 28 days by districts. The third map show attack rate in last 7 days by district. 
WHO define Alert threshold if 3 suspected cases per 100,000 population were reported in a week and Epidemic threshold if 10 suspected cases per  100,000 population were reported in a week.
Suspected .

Districts and threshold status from week 1 January 2025 Districts and threshold status last 28 days Districts and threshold status last 7 days

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Meningitis Countries and District Risk Assessment
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 100,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

In July 2023, the multivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine ACWXY (Men5CV) was prequalified by the WHO. In October 2023, the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) 

recommends that all countries in the African meningitis belt introduce Men5CV into their routine immunization programs, and in high-risk countries, and countries with high-risk districts, it is essential 

to conduct a one-off mass preventive campaign with Men5CV at the time of the introduction of the vaccine. In line with the SAGE recommendation, five countries in the African meningitis belt conducted

the meningitis risk assessment from August 2024 to January 2025. These countries are Nigeria, Niger, Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Chad. These assessments were carried out using the meningitis 

risk assessment tool also called MenRAT. The level of meningitis risk was estimated using three quantitative indicators: magnitude (disease burden), the disease intensity and the frequency of epidemics. 

The ranking with the MenRAT was done first at district level then at the regional level for the planning of campaigns

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Niger: Weekly Epicurve of Suspected or Probable Meningitis cases.
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Niger: 
Report cases and deaths in 
last week by district
(Report between 17 Mar – 23 Mar 2025)

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

Cases is last 7 days Deaths is last 7 days

% Change in cases % Change is deaths

Percent change is defined as the change between 
cases or deaths recorded from 10 – 16 March with 
those recorded 17 – 23 March.
Percent change could not be calculated if either 
week had no reported cases or deaths.

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Niger: Weekly Epicurve of Meningitis cases by districts
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025 (Top 9 high district)

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Nigeria: Weekly Epicurve of Suspected or Probable Meningitis cases.
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Democratic Republic of the Congo: 
Weekly Epicurve of Suspected or Probable Meningitis cases.
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Meningitis Laboratory Indicators by country
1 January 2024 to 23 March 2025

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

Twelve (12) countries shared their laboratory data since the beginning of the year. Out of the 2,022 CSF’s samples received by the countries' laboratories, 328 germs were identified

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


Meningitis: Summary of laboratory-confirmed meningitis data by country, focusing on CSF 
sample testing and bacterial identification.

Notes: Based on data received 2025-01 - Surveillance data from 2023-12 to 2025-01 - Incidence: Number of cases / population * 1,000,000 - Population data: World population prospects, 2019 revision – UCN Data Portal: dataportal.afro.who.int

Twelve (12) countries shared their laboratory data since the beginning of the year. Out of the 2,022 CSF’s samples received by the countries' laboratories, 328 germs were identified

2025

2024

https://dataportal.afro.who.int/


@ WHO Regional Office for Africa

Correspondence on this publication may be directed to:

Dr. Benido Impouma – Director, Communicable and Non-communicable Disease Cluster
WHO AFRO Communicable and Noncommunicable Cluster
P O Box. 06 Cite de Djoué, Brazzaville, Congo
Email: pph@who.int

Request to permission to reproduce or translate this publication  - whether for site or for non-commercial 
distribution – should be sent o the same address.

mailto:pph@who.int
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